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WASHINGTON:A US senatorwhose
interests includeUFOs has

disciplined

an aide who used
paranormalexperi

mentsas a reasonfor
warning

the Penta

gon that
President

Bushand othertop
leaders

may be
disclosing

a secretcode
wordin theirspeeches.

AideScottJones— who
investigates

telekinesis,extrasensoryperception and
otherparanormalphenomenaas part of
his

$US50,000 ($A65,360)

a yearjob as a
specialassistant to Democrat Senator
ClaibornePell — warnedthe Defence

Secretary, RichardCheney,that the
word "Simone"can be heardwhen re
cordedspeechesby Bush,Cheneyand
Secretaryof StateJamesBakerare
played backwards.

"I
mentionthis

situation

in caseit is a
codewordthat wouldnot be in the na

tionalinterest to be knownduringthe
Persian Gulfcrisis, Joneswrotein a let
ter on Senate stationery.

Mr Jones,62, a retirednavyintelli

genceofficer,
toldMr Cheney, a

personal

friend,thatthe wordhad beendiscov

ered through reverse-speechtherapy, in
which

subconsciousthoughtsare held to
be revealedthroughthe analysisof
speech played backwards.

"If the wordmeans nothingspecialto
you,thisis a

non-event,

justanother

mystery
in a new

technology

we are de
veloping,"

Mr Joneswrote.
SenatorPell,72, saidin a

statement

that"We are
convinced

thatas a retired

naval
intelligenceofficerand friendof

Secretary Cheney"Mr Jones"was moti
vatedby patriotic concernaboutnation

al security;but he exercisedpoor
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judgmentin
communicating

withthe se
cretary'sofficeas he did".

In
addition

to servingas
chairman

of
the SenateForeignRelationsCommit
tee,Senator Pellis on the

advisory board

of the
International Association for

Near-deathStudiesand attended a sym
posiumin 1987on peoplewho say they

have, been abducted by
extraterrestrials

from
unidentifiedflyingobjects.

The ProvidenceJournal,which broke
the

"Simone" storyafterbeingsenta
copy of Mr Jones'letteranonymously,

said SenatorPell had "readilydiscussed"

the workhe and Mr Joneshavedoneon
suchissues,

as ESP,the powerof memory

and
telekinesis

— the movingof objects

through psychic forces.

— KRD

US dodgesGovt shut-down
WASHINGTON:The United States

has avertedanothergovernmentshut
downby hoursas the

President,George

Bush,agreedto
provide

it with
operating

cashfor fivemoredayswhile
lawmakers

tryto workouta
compromise

planto cut
the Budget deficit.

Mr Bushsignedintolaw a
temporary

fundingmeasurefor the Government

earlyin the
evening,justbeforehe leftfor

a
weekend

at his CampDavid,Mary
land,retreat. The measureprovides
fundingto midnighton

Wednesday.

Earlierin the week,Mr Bushhad
threatened

to vetoany such
temporary

fundingmeasure.

The WhiteHousestatement
said Mr

Bushhad
received

a
progress reporton
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the delicate deficit-cuttingnegotiations

duringan
afternoonvisitby

lawmakers

and was now
convinced

thatthe Con
gresswas workinghardto producean

acceptableBudgetthat wouldcut the
deficit.

Lawmakers
arc

struggling

to workout
a Budgetaccordto cut $US40billion

(SA52.29 billion)
fromthe deficit in the

firstyearof a
five-year

plan
intended

to
slashthe deficitby SUSSOObillion
(SA653.60billion).

The
Government

ran out of
operating

moneyon October 1 when its annual

fundingexpiredwithouta new Budget.

The
Government

has run on stopgap

measures sincethen,including

one ap
proved

twoweeksagothatwasto
expire

at
midnight

on Friday.

The Houseof
Representatives

and
Senatepassedthe new five-dayextension

earlier on Fridayto give
themselves

time
to

stitch together

a planthatwouldre
conciletheirtwo very

different deficit

cuttingpackages.

In signingthe
extension,

Mr Bushtook

the edgeof
suspense

off the
proceedings

andleft
Congress

to presson withthe
grinding work of compromise without

the worryof a
government shut-down.

Nearlya dozenjoint
committees

from
the Houseand Senateplanned to meet
throughthe weekendto somehowblend

the Houseand Senatepackages.

The Houseplan featuresan income

tax increase for the wealthiestAmeri
cans, raising

the top
bracket from28 to

33 per cent, something

Mr Bushhas said

he willnot
accept.

The Senatepackage,

whichaddsno new incometaxes,hitsthe
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middleclasshard,raising petroltax from
nineto 18.5cand cuttinghealth-care

benefits
for the

elderly.

Mr Bushhassaidhe willsignthe
SenateBill but veto the Housemeasure.

— Reuter


